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Abstract

Apocalipsis 17:9-11 figura entre los pasajes mas dificiles del Apocalipsis y carece de
consenso tanto entre escuelas de interpretacion profética como dentro de la Iglesia
Adventista del Séptimo Dia. Este articulo sintetiza esa diversidad en el adventismo y
explora las razones hermenéuticas que explican interpretaciones divergentes pese al uso
compartido del método historicista. Metodologicamente, realiza un estudio comparativo
de lineas adventistas representativas, describiendo y evaluando sus propuestas e
incorporando microexégesis y macroexégesis en clave de hermenéutica candnica
(unidad Daniel-Apocalipsis, recapitulacion y anélisis intertextual). Los principales
hallazgos son: (1) respecto de la bestia, se identifican tres lineas—Satanés; Roma papal
(en continuidad con la bestia del mar de Ap 13); y un poder con tres manifestaciones
(Ap 12; 13; 17)—y el anélisis literario-intertextual favorece la segunda por los paralelos
estructurales y narrativos entre Ap 13 y 17 (autoridad recibida, “era/no es/vendra”,
asombro, blasfemia/guerra contra los santos); (2) sobre los siete reyes, existen dos
lineas—una que inicia con Babilonia y otra con Egipto—y, a partir de la unidad literaria
Daniel-Apocalipsis, el uso de simbolos (“bestia”, “cabezas”, “montes”, “aguas™) y la
recapitulacion, se argumenta que la secuencia debe comenzar con Babilonia; ademas,
“uno es” se entiende en un marco escatolégico y no necesariamente como el “presente”
de Juan.

Palabras claves: Siete reyes — Bestia — Identidad — Hermenéutica — Iglesia Adventista
del Séptimo Dia

Revelation 17:9-11 is among the most difficult passages in Revelation and lacks
consensus both among schools of prophetic interpretation and within the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. This article summarizes that diversity in Adventism and explores the
hermeneutical reasons that explain divergent interpretations despite the shared use of
the historicist method. Methodologically, it conducts a comparative study of
representative Adventist lines, describing and evaluating their proposals and
incorporating microexegesis and macroexegesis in terms of canonical hermeneutics
(Daniel-Revelation unity, recapitulation, and intertextual analysis). The main findings
are: (1) with regard to the beast, three lines are identified—Satan; papal Rome (in
continuity with the beast from the sea in Rev. 13); and a power with three
manifestations (Rev. 12; 13; 17)—and literary-intertextual analysis favors the second
because of the structural and narrative parallels between Rev. 13 and 17 (authority
received, “was/is not/is to come,” amazement, blasphemy/war against the saints); (2)
regarding the seven kings, there are two lines—one beginning with Babylon and the
other with Egypt—and, based on the literary unity of Daniel-Revelation, the use of
symbols (“beast,” “heads,” “mountains,” “waters™) and the recapitulation, it is argued
that the sequence must begin with Babylon; Furthermore, “one is” is understood in an
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eschatological framework and not necessarily as John’s “present.”

Keywords: Seven kings — Beast — Identity — Hermeneutics — Seventh-day Adventist
Church



